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U. S. PRICES RECEIVED 
PARITY 


INDEX UP 
INDEX STEADY 
PARITY RATIO 87 


The Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers rose 3 points (one percent) 
during the past month to 247 percent of 
its 1910-14 average. Higher prices for 
potatoes, hogs, strawberries, and beef 
cattle were primarily responsible for 
the increase. Lower prices for eggs, 
milk, and tomatoes were only partially 
offsetting. The Index was 4 percent 
lower than in April 1954, with lower 
hog and feed grain prices primarily re-~ 
Sponsible. During the past month the 
All Crops Index increased 3 percent while 


(See Prices, Parity, Parity Ratio Page 2) 
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1940 


Average per capita income of the 


ipache 


UY. S. farm population was slightly high- 
er in 1954. than in 1953, and only a little 
below the all-time high reached in 1951, 
Total income of the farm population from 
all sources arm and. nonfarm, was 20.1 
billion dollars in 1954, 3 percent less 
than in 1953. There were 3-4 percent 
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N. C. PRICES INDEX UP { POINT 
The ‘*‘All Farm Products’’ index of 
prices received by North Carolina farm- 
ers at local markets increased 1 point 
during-the month ended April 15, 1955. 


The April index of 299 compares with an 
index of 300 a year ago and an index of 
291 on April 15, 1953. All commodity 
indexes except oil bearing, grains, live- 
stock and livestock products, poultry, 
and dairy were above those last month. 
Stronger prices for hogs, beef cat- 
tle, and lambs caused the meat animals: 
index to increase 12 points during the 
month. Lower prices received for eggs 
and chickens caused the poultry index to 


(See N. GC. Prices Page 2) 


INCOME OF PEOPLE ON U. S. FARMS 


1950 
fewer people sharing in the total, how- 
BVET, (SO thal a Sa Panataosdetncone 
rose from $914 in 1953 to #9. 3 1954, 
As conpared with the post—-Kors i -toh in 
1951, total, tncome was down ix ent, 
but there were 9 perceni ple 


on farms, and income per - gn 


down 5 percent. 
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PRICES, PARITY, 
PARITY RATIO( con tinveg) 


the Livestock and Livestock Products 
Index declined slightly. 

The Parity Index (Prices Paid for 
Commodities, Interest, Taxes, and Wage 
Rates) remained unchanged from March 
15 to April 15 as advances in prices of 
family living items offset lower prices 
for production goods and wage rates. 
At 284, the April Parity Index was nearly 
1 percent higher than the revised index 
of a year earlier. Prices of family 
living items, interest, taxes, and wage 
rates averaged slightly above a year 
earlier, but prices of production goods 
averaged slightly lower. 

The Parity Ratio rose one point to 
87 as the Index of Prices Received by 
Farmers for farm products advanced slight- 
ly with the Parity Index unchanged. This 
is the same as February, and 4 points 
(4 percent) below April 1954. 


FURNITURE PRICES UP 


Average prices paid by North Caro- 
lina farmers for most furniture items 
on March 15, 1955 were above those paid 
on the same date a year earlier. All 
items in the survey increased in price 
with exception of refrigerators and 
dining-room suites. 

In general, prices paid for furni- 
ture items on March 15, 1955 compared 
with December 15, 1954, were unchanged 
or showed a increase during this period. 
(See table for these prices with com- 
parisons). 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY 


NORTH CAROLINA 


1 TEMS 


RUGS AXMINISTER 9° X 12%eececees EACH 
RUGS, IFECTUBASE Gt xn 120. EACH 
DINING#ROGM SUITES A. . ssc dawe ewe EACH 
LL VENG=s ROOM’ SUL TESti.: 6 npcvsl basis oo EACH 
BEOQRDOMPSUITES +. Vis ccw aeleeas ba srk EACH 
BEDSTEADS, METAL DOUBLE......ee- EACH 
MATTRESSES §4°* FELTED COTTON... EACH 
BED SPRINGS, DOUBLE SAGLESS..... EACH 
KLT CHENI-LCAB INE Scab ic ale ste be 66) aime EACH 
STOVES,6*HOLE KITCHEN RANGES,..- EACH 
WASHING MACHINE,WRINGER TYPE, 

ELECTR Ca civ s'winis cues ee 0 oo ateten ee als EACH 


REFRIGERATORS,ELEC. (8 Cu. "ET. he 


N. C. PRICES (con tinued) 


decrease 10 points. 

The ratio of prices received by N. C. 
farmers to prices paid by U. S. farmers 
remained the same as last month but de- 
clined 1 point below the ratio 106 for 
April 15, 1954 (See table for comparisons), 
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CHICK PRODUCTION UP 


North Carolina’s commercial hatch- 
eries produced an estimated 9, 445,000 
chicks during March. This March out- 
put was 1l percent above the record 
output for March a year earlier and 22 
percent above the 1949-53 average March 
production of 7,739,000 chicks. 

Chick production for the first 3 
months OL 1955. totaled:.23.007T;, 000.-= 8 
percent above the 21,280,000 chicks 
produced for the comparable period during 
1954. 

For the Nation, chick production 
during March was 18 percent less than 
the number hatched during March last 
year. The number hatched totaled 252,- 
473,000 compared with 308,268,000 in 
March last year and the 1949-53 average 
S107 4 7101, 000.9 “Of the 9527473. 000 
chicks hatched in March 104,660,000 were 
for broiler production and 147,813,000 
were for other purposes. 

A smaller April hatch is in pro- 
spect as the number of eggs in incubators 
on April 1 was 9g percent less than a 
year ago. The largest reduction in 
eggs set continues to be in the States 
that produce most of the chicks for 
egg production. The demand for chicks 
for broiler production continues strong. 


FARMERS FOR FURNITURE 


UNITED STATES 


UNIT | DEC. 15] MAR. 15 |MAR. 15 | DEC. 15 | MAR. 15 |MAR. 
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 onda 


~DOLLARS- 


HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS DOWN 
Some Local Market Feed Price Ratios Down 
Average prices paid by Tar Heel 


farmers for approximately half the feed 
items remained unchanged during the 


month ending April 15, 1955. Mixed 
dairy feeds, with the exception of the 
29% and over protein, bran, corn meal, 


and scratch grain were the 
All high protein 
and poultry 


laying mash, 
same on both dates. 
feeds, broiler growing mash, 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 


COMMOD I TY 


DOLLARS 


CORA a cls celcaeialee se & 1.63 1.263 

WHEMilwe ce uae chee 6 « 2.13 ate 

OATS Piao. 6 batee ese 66 95 93 

BASLEN es eee cease « 1.25 sae 

RiE-s 25.5 be wae eo wae 2.20 eee 

SORGHUM GRAINS.ecee 2.60 2.60 
SOYBEANS « cfs oldu bb's c 2.70 is i 

PEANUsUS eteve.elate erate ise me et ~139 
COTTON. s\atcseale bass . 330 s295 
COTTONSEED: ices 61.00 60.00 

WOO Linteiv'b vies Sle tetetae soe . Se 

PO Gotta ate sictateletelalcte a 15.50 16.80 

GEEF CATTLE. Voce es 12.40 12.60 
VEAUMCAEVES?S 6.200% 20.20 18.50 

SEC Pins wale eee 0s ates 5.00 5.00 

LEANIE Salata etn laleletels etets 19.20 20.20 

MIUK> COWS soe) « oes 94.00 94.00 

CH £CKENSS SAUL cn8e< 278 274 

COM°L BROILERS sees -290 ~285 

THEN S55 dia &, acctasia's 2010 os 

EGGSG vewdls ese cteere & 405 fafa 

MILK, WHLSE. J/ee. Be Soren azi5- 3/4 3573 
RETAIL Feel a See e215 

SUT TERRA Scat ss eats s - 48 

POW Am ES alee ete ere ete'e 
SWEETPOTA TOESe cece 
APPLES COMCL « + «6% 
LESPEDEZA SEEDeeee 
KOREAN eeeccccvces 
KO BES i.e eleleveleree.erece 
COM. & SEINN oie's ak @ 
SERTCEAD sae sleeta o @ 

HAY. Att BALED _5/. 
ALFALFAcvecccesceon 
LESPEDEZAccccccce 
SOYBEAN & COWPEA, 
PEANG Dav INE « o's 6's'e's 23.00 
COTE alaceie ele laiele.e.ece © 32.50 


J/ Estimated average prices for the month for 
a// milk sold at wholesale to plants and 
dealers, 

e/ Revised, 

a/ Preliminary. 

WY Sold by farmers direct to consumers. 

w/ The al/ hay: price /s the weighted average 
of separate kinds tneluding an allowance 
for minor kinds, . 


3.40 

Zwiae 
23.60 
21.50 
26.50 
28.00 
30.00 
34.60 
45,00 
37.00 
33,00 


ration were costing the farmer less. 

The local market feed price ratios 
for egg-feed and farm chicken feed de- 
clined slightly. The broiler-feed and 
turkey feed ratios remained unchanged. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS 


PEED PER 


APR, MAR. 
HUNDREDWE I GHT iS 15 


1955 1955 


DOLLARS 


MIXED DAIRY FEED 
UNDER 29% PROTEIN 


PROTEIN 
PROTEIN 
20% PROTEIN 
24% 
29% AND OVER ,... 
HIGH PROTEIN FEEDS 
LINSEED MEAL..... 
SOYBEAN MEAL.....- 
COTTONSEED MEAL ee 
MEAT &SGRAP dicot eters 


GRAIN BY*PRODUCTS 
BRAN tes « © slaisielelstete 
MIDDLINGSccccececece 
CORN MEAL ecccccee 
GORN “GLUTONG cc cee 

POUL TRY FEED 
LAYING MASH ceccee 
SCRATCH GRAENeecece 
BROILER GROWING 
MASH eccccsccceves 
POULTRY RATION _[/ 


1/ Average of prices paid for commercial feeds 
and prices received for grain. 


LOCAL MARKET POULTRY 
FEED-PRICE RATIOS 


POULTRY FERED 


PRICE RATIO 1/ 


Egg-Feed 
(Poultry Ration) 
Farm 
Chicken Feed 2/ 
Broiler-Feed 
(Broiler revi 
Turkey Feed 2/.. 


1/ Pounds of feed equal in value to one 
dozen eggs, one pound farm chickens, one 
pound broilers and one pound turkeys. 

&/ Poultry ration. 


STOCKS LOW IN STATE 
MOST OTHER GRAINS HIGH 


Total stocks of corn in all po- 
sitions in N. Cc. on April 1, 1955 
were estimated at 19,438,000 bushels. 
This total was made up of 2,778,000 
bushels in commercial off-farm storage 
and 16,660,000 bushels on farms. The 
Giantreys off corn held, in off-farm 
positions was the highest for che 
date since records began in 1944; how- 
ever, on-farm stocks were the lowest 
since 1933. Total stocks in all po- 
sitions a year ago amounted to 21,- 
820,000 bushels. 

Wheat stocks 


CORN 


in abl positions. 1n 
the State totaled about 2,326,000 
bushels on April ij. s0r “about 4 per-= 
Cont wel ess mUpalie ADEE be Last. Veal. 
Combined rye holdings at 29,000 bu- 
shels were about normal for theSeason. 


Oats. stocks, une all, positionspsat 
4,119,000 bushels were about 8 per- 
cent | lancer whan April. 1, 1954. and 
the blareéesta of i record: Likewise, 
barley stocks were at the highest 
level of record for the date, reach- 
ing 448,000 bushels. Barley stocks 
were | nearly a third higher than a 
year earlier. Sorghum grain stocks 


tHieeOLfstarm Positions. Lam’) Stocks 
not estimated for April 1) were at a 
record-high level of 122,000 bushels 
-- 11,000 bushels above April 1 of last year. 


UNITED STATES 


SLOCKSwrOre.oVver div2t2..mil lion. bu= 
shels of wheat stored in all positions 
1neeCne Nae On sony Apri desl. 1955 sare 
the largest for that date in the com- 
parable series beginning in 1935. This 
total is over 7 percent larger than a 
year earlier, the previous recordhold- 
ings for April 1. Current stocks are 
253 million bushels less than the 
January 1; 71955 stocks. 

The 19.9 million bushels of rye 
Sstoreur ita!’ positions on Aprit al, 
1955 -epSrone slargest for. that. date 
Since 1944 and exceeds the April 1 
stocks a year earlier by nearly 7 
percent. 

Corn stocks of 2,115 million bu- 
Shels in all storage positions on 
April 1 reached a new high mark for 
the date, about 6 percent larger than 


the previous record a year ago. Farm 
stocks of 1,410 million bushels were 
only a little smaller than the re- 
latively large reserves of the last 
two years. The off-farm portion, 
however, was much larger than on any 
previous April 1, chiefly because of 


the 513 million bushels owned and 
stored in their own bins by Conm- 
modity Credit Corporation. The 56 


million bushels of commercial stocks 
at terminals was a relatively large 
quantity for that position. The 136 
million bushels~-at -intertor -milis, 
elevators and warehouses was by far 
the largest in 13 years’ (Of ' reco 
fOr “ADLriG: He From the October l, 
1954 supply of 3,572 million bushels 
of grain corn, disappearance to April 
1 is computed at 1,457 million bushels, 
much less than usual for the 6-month 
period. In the January-March quarter, 
disappearance is indicated at 687 mil- 
lion bushels, nearly as large as in 
that period of 1954, but less than 
usual for the quarter. 

Oats stocks of 621 million bushels 
were over a fourth larger than a year 
ago and almost up to the record for 
AGrL lL. aly the 1O4G: Disappearance of 
395 million bushels of oats since 
January 1, 1955 is much larger than 
usual for the quarter, and has been 
exceeded only in 1946. 

Barley stocks of nearly 207 mil- 
lion bushels in all positions were the 
largest of record and _ two-thirds 
larger than holdings on April 1 a year 
ago. Disappearance of 177 million 
bushels during the January-March 
quarter was the largest since 1951. 

For sorghum grains, stocks data 
are available on April 1 for only the 
off-farm positions. The off-farm 
total of 120.6 million bushels is the 
largest of record and more than three 
times the holdings in these positions 
last year. 
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Consumer tncome after taxes so far 
this year has been running 3 percent 
above the same period of /954. About 2a 
fourth continues to be spent for food. 


A little less of the consumerts food 


dollar és going to the farmer -- 42 cents 
in the first quarter compared with 45 
cents a year earlier. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 


Mar. Apr. Apr. Apr. Apr. 

INDEX 15 15 15 15 15 

1955 1955 1954 1953 1952 

NORTH CAROLINA {INDEX NUMBERS 

ALIS Pane YOGUGLSS ss G0. 5.0 vin one 298 299 300 291 306 

At lei nal oh eras ee eee a ae ihr ao by 320 316 303 323 

Tobacco.. eesaeeeoeseoeag e@e@eeesee 60 @ 6 391 393 390 363 389 

CO GiO0e Ge oe bw is 6 Sue 6 a aes Pees 273 299 281 273 326 

Fg buh SYS} Wolk Opt egy A ep ny eo 347 345 321 313 325 

RT CCLER sites kara Bie se a rahe ES oe ole 8 183 181 184 194 196 

Commercial Vegetables....... 255 Ath 244 aoc 285 

Fruits. eeoeoee een eae eae oe 8 eee 6G & & @ 308 330 320 305 282 

Livestock & Livestock Products 230 226 245 248 244 

MGa.b. AML LING US aac tate alute ote acct see Zoo 247 332 286 304 

POUL DIYS sacha sts este cleisiers s aCe wa oat 217 209 235 209 

DAILY siti Wie sls Cela we os 230 223 221 236 241 

Ratio of Prices Rec’d to Paid* 105 105 106 104 106 

UNITED STATES /[NDOEX NUMBERS 

PYICGSBRGCEIEVEd. Sino ete oes 244 247 Bot 259 292 
Prices Paid, Int., Taxes & 

Wage Rates. ee@eeeeo7e7#e#ee8ee6e86868 8 284 284 283 280 290 

Parity Rb t Ons 4th A Rilete’s eieicte'a 2 86 87 91 92 101 


* Ratio of N C. Prices recetved for all farm products to WU S. Prices Paid. 


N. C. AND U. S. GRAIN STOCKS, APRIL 1, 1955, WITH COMPARISONS 


OFF-FARM STOCKS a/ ON-FARM STOCKS TOTAL STOCKS )b/ 
CROP Apr 1 j. jan.) LiApreterApre PF iJgansei | Apre« iiel Apr: 2b igane 14 Apr. 1 
1954 1955 1955 1955 1955 1954 1955 1955 


NORTH CAROLINA * THOUSAND _BUSHELS= 


Wheat... .a. erere| 1,082) —1, 540" |" 1886 1b. 35 Ie} ©2305" 14190 
RYGotesists 0 e 0e vy) 3 2 19 an 27 
COTM ss eects eee Ol 22, Ob lilies Piola, S10L- 27, 608) elo agoU 
EAS Beto ie ar 345 574 448] 3,468] 7,547] 3,671 
Barleyree ess 42 109 80 297 640 368 
SOrghtine. 21.» 111 156 122 c/ I 1,268 ey, 


UNITED STATES “MILLION BUSHEL S= 


2,433 | 3,845] 2,326 
19 38 29 
21,820 | 30,479] 19,438 
3; 813) | Seep 4,115 
339 749 448 
c/ | 1,424 ty) 


Wheat.......2.| 831.3 1,150.2 |1,004.5] 296.6 207.9 j1, 127.9 1, 465. 9]1, 212.4 
RYGe es oe hae es Loate 16.4 AS 7 9.2 leek 18.6 ie O 19.9 
COM. ..eccoeee| 519.0] 732.0] 705.0 |1,473.7 2,070. 2/1, 410.0 1, 992.8 |2, 802. 212, 115.0 


AUG tite waa k oes 43.9 93.2 67.8 
Ba IMs Vis ss ts oiste 48.6 118.0 89.4 
Sorghum....... Ohad. Loodl ibe taued 


491.2]1,015.8] 621.1 
124.1] 283.8] 206.8 
c/} 189.8 ch 


.2/ Includes stocks at Intertor Mills, Elevators, and Warehouses, commercial stocks 
reported by Grain Diviston, AMS, at terminals, and those owned by CCC which are 
in transit to ports, in bins, ships and other storages under CCC contro/. 
L/ Totals may vary slightly due to rounding. 
cf Not availab/e, 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED FOOD ITEMS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


UNITED STATES 


| TEMS UN1T 
a oe 1954 | 1955 | 1954 
SUGAR] sccccceecen ase PER 10 LBS 1.05 1.05 be09 1.03 1.04 1.04 
LOUR«cccnccecwecsee PER 25 LBs 2.05 2505 2.00 2.12 2.15 2.13 
ZREAB, WHI TE-c+eeeee PER LB. - se 17.6 . pr 16.8 
TORN MEALeceeseceece PER LB 6.8 6.8 Tae prt io its 
ROLLED OATS, PACKAGED PER LB. . 15.8 15.8 - 14.2 pea 
WCE a nccccaccnnacecs PER LB. 18.9 19.0 19.9 17.8 LBt2 18.4 
3ACON es eeevee eeccece PER LB. 62.0 §5.0 Tice 62.9 S776 76.7 
ROUND STEAKeceeeeeee PER LB. 76.0 74.0 eae) Liga 77.9 7540 
2ORK CHOPSesecnaeecce PER LB. ° ° : 66.9 Gacw 75,0 
ARDecennnccccccccne PER LB 2a yay ews 26.0 ae hae f 20.6 ae a | 
JUTTE Re cee ccececccee PER LB. 75.0 vA-Pa°) 81.0 raves, 70.8 Sree 
HEESE, AMERICANee+ee PER LB. . 57.0 60.0 ° 56.0 58.2 
OF FEE gw cevcccececce PER LB. 1.05 93.0 Leu 1.06 96.0 aud 
"EA, ORANGE PEKOEe-- PER LB. 1.40 1.40 1.35 Vi37 1.49 t.30 
RANGES 216'Seeeeeee PER DOZ 29.0 32.0 32.0 44.3 45.1 44,3 
JANANAS we eecccccecce PER LB. tags 14.6 ° ivee 16.9 
FRESH-eeeee . PER LB, ie 12.4 14.4 14.3 L£S.2 15.6 


PPLES,. 


MOST FOOD PRICES DOWN 


Average prices paid by North Caro- 
lina farmers for specified food items on 
March 15, 1955 were generally less than 
those being paid a year ago. Bacon, 
coffee, and butter showed the largest 
decrease of any items, while tea and 
flour showed the largest increase com- 
pared with prices farmers were paying 
March 15, 1954. 

Praces. (patd 10m sugar. rolted 
oats, and oranges remained the same 
for both dates. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY 


NORTH CAROLINA 


| TEMS UNIT 

1954 
UITS, WOOL, 1 PAIR PANTS,. EACH 40.00 
XTRA TROUSERS, WOOLEN..... PAIR 10.50 
ROUSERS, COTTON.ss cc sces i PAIR Begu 
VERALLS 3. ceftien 3 aie A PAIR 3.25 
HIRTS, COTTON WORK. 5 de se EACH Ra | 
OCKS, COTTON WORK......... PAIR 232 
NDER SHUR Sleletatealaieihieiseie (ele ei ee EACH ~65 
HORM Sitelaieiuic etale eteleters oe bials ots EACH 78 
HOES. WORK MEN (Ses csc aco PAER 6.80 
OOTS, RUBBER KNEE*LENGTH,, PAIR 6.10 
RESSES, HOUSE, PERCALE voce EACH 3.05 
AYON PANIES een 646 6 ek bclete ey PAIR ~60 
HOES OR OXFORDS, WOMEN’S,, PAIR 5.40 
USLIN, UNBLEACHED 36°WIDE, YARD yw A 
ERCAUS. 36) WIRES SS. YARD 48 


SOME CLOTHING ITEMS CHEAPER 


North Carolina farmers were paying 
slightly less for some clothing items 
in March than they were on the same date 
a year earlier. Wool suits, extra woolen 
trousers, cotton work shirts, cotton 
work socks, and percale all declined 
in price from the previous year. Mean- 
while, the women were paying more for 
percale house dresses, shoes or oxfords, 
and rayon panties. Prices paid for 
cotton trousers, overalls, shorts, 
men’s work shoes, rubber boots, and 
muslin remained unchanged (See table 
for these prices with comparisons), 


FARMERS FOR CLOTHING 


UNITED STATES 


MAR. 15 MAR, 15 MAR, 
1955 1954 1954 1954 
DOLLARS 

40.50 42.00 42.20 42.40 42.40 
10.00 11.00 it; FO 11.00 11.00 
sites? O iad 3.93 34 65 3.89 
hg | 3.30 a.a4 see Wie 
2.02 PSN he 1.86 1.83 inas 
ok § sag ee 2 30 ,30 
66 65 64 64 64 
AYA ae ar e710 “ei: eh; 
6.60 6.60 6.97 6.93 6.90 
6.20 6.20 6.18 6.19 ee 
3.35 3.10 3.10 3,11 3.06 
toe -60 62 soe 62 
5.20 5.10 5.43 ae | 5.41 
Pred 28 - 30 240 431 

o 37 - 46 2 46 46 46 


MARCH 


Commercial slaughter of major 
species of livestock in North Carolina 
during March was estimated at 25, 561,000 
pounds (liveweight basis), Slaughter 
during the month was seasonally higher 
by 14 percent than that of February, was 
nearly 9 percent above March of last 
year, and reached the highest point of 
record for any March. 

Cattle slaughter in the State during 
March at 10,092,000 pounds and hog 
Slaughter at 14,601,000 pounds were 
both the highest of record for the month, 
and were g and 10 percent, respectively, 
above March 1954. Calf slaughter during 
the month totaled 859,000 pounds, or 
about 4 percent less than March a year 
ago. Sheep and lamb slaughter at 9, 000 
pounds was about 1,000 pounds below 
March 1954. 

Red meat production in commercial 
Slaughter plants of the United States 
during March totaled 2,185 million 
pounds. This was 17 percent more than 
the 1,863 million pounds produced in 
February and g percent more than, the 
2,021 million pounds produced in March 
a year earlier. 

The number of cattle slaughtered 
in March was estimated at 2,097,000. 
This was 16 percent more than the 1,- 


SLAUGHTER 


AY RECORD LEVEL 


802,000 slaughtered in February and 2 
percent more than the March 1954 total 
2,063,600 head. 

March calf slaughter totaled 1,- 
121,900 head. This was 25 percent more 
than the 898,000 killed in February, 
but only 2,500 head more than the number 
killed in March 1954. Veal production 
in March totaled 119 million pounds, 
19 percent more than the previous month 
but 2 percent less than the output in 
March a year ago. . 

Pork production in March totaled 
913 million pounds, up 17 percent from 
a month earlier and 19 percent from a 
year earlier. March hog slaughter, es- 
timated at 6,778,300 was 16 percent 
more than the 5,824,700 in February and 
20 percent more than the 5,648,400 head 
Slaughtered in March 1954. 

The amount of mutton and lamb pro- 
duced in March was estimated at 68 mil-: 
lion pounds. This exceeded February by 
15 percent and March last year by 11 
percent. The number of sheep and lambs 
Slaughtered during March was estimated 
at 1,390,200 head. This was 15 per— 
cent more than the 1,206,800 slaughtered 
in February and 9 percent more than the 
1,274,500 head slaughtered in March a 
year ago. 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER* 


Total 
Liveweight 


Number 
Slaughtered 


Species 


January - March Total 


Total 
Liveweight 


Number 
Slaughtered 


1955 


Thous. Head Thous. Lbs. Thous. Head oe es. 

No.0; 

Cattle 11.9 12. 9, 260 33.0 20; 625 29,876 
Calves hath 4, 896 14.3 2,458 Peat i! 
Sheep & 

Lambs Oy OF 8 9 Ove 26 27 
Hogs 62. 0 65. 13, 296 14,601 75.0 37, 733 40,338 
Total 19.1 82. 23, 460 25,561 2ae.0 66,015 72, 754 

Ui 5S. Million Head Millton Lbs. Mill? Million Lbs. 
Cattle ae ak 1, 946 1,974 5.9 5, 609 5, 649 
Calves ns bi 217 215 os 0 598 604 
Sheep & 

Lambs tio 1, 129 143 3.9 390 403 
Hogs 556 6. 1,324 1,593 6.4 3, 869 4,613 
Total LO es 11.4 3,616 3,925 10, 466 11, 269 


* Includes 
excludes farm slaughter. 


7 


Sfaughter under Federal tnspection and other wholesale and retail slaughter; 
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COMPARISON OF PRICES RECEIVED BY U. S. FARMERS AND PARITY PRICES 


Prices Received Parity or Average Prices 
COMMODITY By Farmers Comparable As Percentage 
Prices 1/ of Parity 

Mar. 15 Apr. 15 Mar. 15 Apr. 15 

1955 1955 wieZlo5s 1955 

Dollars Dollars Percent Percent 
COtronsal brace ee. 1 

Wheat Buss see oe 3 

Corn, BU cs ates cRB ak 33 
ORCS ess ee 3 
Barley, Bu. tf anak os #9 
Rye, Biiiewstae. is 
Beef Cattle, Cwt.... 79 
Hogs, OWL «sk «0th eo ¢ ty 
LGnon. CWLI SS eee is 
Chickens, All, vis & ah 
MiipiReRise h cen tay 34 


L/ Effective parity prices as 
oPicés and Fo oe ane Se ahd currently tn months indicated using base period 


i/ Estimat 
yt ae average price for the month for all milk sold at wholesale to plants and 


/ Preliminary. 
4/ Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 
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